This is the first report of the Palau Bird Records Committee (PBRC). Situated in the western equatorial Pacific and within the East Asian/Australasian Flyway, Palau has the richest bird diversity of any island group in Micronesia (Wiles 2005) . The board of trustees of Belau National Museum established the PBRC on 8 December 2014 as a committee of the museum's National Program for Monitoring Forest and Coastal Birds. The geographic scope of the committee is all islands that are part of the Republic of Palau and the waters within 200 nautical miles of the coast of the Palau Islands. The mission of the committee is to review noteworthy reports of field observations of Palau's birds for the purpose of maintaining an authoritative Palau Islands † Alan R. Olsen, a passionate birder whose dedication to chronicling Palau's birds will be forever remembered and appreciated, died suddenly and unexpectedly on 24 June 2018. His labor of love resulted in the attainment of a number of significant forest conservation milestones. Palau is much richer in knowledge for having known and considered Alan as one of our own. bird list and building a broader understanding of the avifauna of Palau. The PBRC is the first, and so far only, bird records committee in Micronesia and the second such committee in the tropical Pacific (Hawaii has the other).
Establishment of the PBRC was motivated by the entry into force of the United Nations Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals in the Republic of Palau and the designation of the Northern Peleliu Lkes in Palau as a globally Important Bird Area and regionally (Oceania) significant site for migratory shorebirds (BirdLife International 2018) . The charge to review "noteworthy" reports is purposefully flexible to permit verification of sightings of banded birds, clarification of which species are passage migrants versus winter visitors, and monitoring of other developments in Palau's sector of the East Asian/Australasian Flyway.
MEMBERSHIP AND PROCEDURES
The PBRC's membership and procedures follow bylaws established by the board of trustees of Belau National Museum. The president of the board of trustees (Otobed) is ex officio chair of the PBRC. Other committee members serve at the discretion of the board of trustees. The committee consists of a records panel, a report review panel, and an advisory group. Membership in the records panel is restricted to residents of Palau who are affiliated with Belau National Museum, Palau Conservation Society, or other local conservation organizations. Membership in the report review panel is open to resident and off-island experts in the identification of birds, especially birds that are likely to appear in Palau. Membership in the advisory group is limited to residents of Palau. The records panel (Olsen, Eberdong, and Ketebengang) receives reports of bird observations, administers the review of the reports, and maintains an up-to-date list of the birds of Palau. The report review panel (Etpison, McKinlay, O'Brien, Pratt, Wiles, and VanderWerf) reviews all reports received by the records panel, recommending acceptance or rejection of new records; reports of the occurrence (or extirpation) of a species; and other noteworthy reports. The advisory group (Leidich, Basilius, and Yalap) coordinates with organizations and initiatives that share an interest in an authoritative checklist of Palau birds. The committee's review procedures reflect Palau's traditional consensus-based decision-making process. When the report review panel reaches consensus on the acceptance or rejection of a report, its decision is forwarded through the records panel to the chair for final approval/disapproval as an official decision of the committee. The chair's approval of a new record and subsequent publication in one of the committee's reports in Western Birds or other peer-reviewed journal places that species on the official Palau Islands bird list maintained by the records panel (see Table 2 ).
HISTORICAL LIST OF PALAU'S BIRDS
In his monograph on the avifauna of Micronesia, Baker (1951) provided accounts of 92 species from Palau based on field observations (Baker 1948) , museum specimens, and a thorough critical review of the literature from the mid-19 th century, when the first collectors for European museums visited Palau, through the mid-20 th century. Baker examined 791 museum specimens from Palau representing 63 species, including 221 specimens (47 species) that he collected and 570 additional specimens in the American Museum of Natural History, Museum of Comparative Zoology at Harvard University, University of Kansas Museum of Natural History, and U.S. National Museum of Natural History (USNM). He included accounts of 17 additional species on the basis of credible identifications and collection data provided by German ornithologists from specimens in the Godeffroy Museum in Hamburg (Hartlaub 1868 , Hartlaub and Finsch 1868a , 1868b , 1872 , Finsch 1875 and by Japanese ornithologists from specimens in their collections (Kuroda 1922a , 1922b , Momiyama 1922 , Hachisuka et al. 1942 ). Baker did not mention contemporary Palau specimens in the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, University of California, Berkeley (Marshall 1951 ) and the Yale Peabody Museum (YPM) (Ripley 1951) , though the species represented by these specimens were included in Baker's monograph on the basis of specimens in the other museums. Baker accepted 10 additional migratory species listed by Mayr (1945) , mentioned Ripley's (1948) report of the Oriental Darter (Anhinga melanogaster), and included the Far Eastern Curlew Numenius madagascariensis on the basis of his own party's sightings only. Wiles (2005) compiled an annotated checklist of 148 species for Palau that accepted 90 of the 92 species itemized by Baker (1951) . Wiles purged the Scaly-breasted Munia (Lonchura punctulata) as extirpated in Palau (Pyle and Engbring 1985) and the Oriental Darter as a record of questionable accuracy. He added 58 species on the basis of a combination of field observations (Wiles and Conry 1990 , Wiles et al. 2000 , 2004 , a full review of Baker's (1948 Baker's ( , 1951 monographs and references, and critical reviews of reports by field ornithologists who visited or lived in Palau after Baker (Marshall 1951 , Ripley 1951 , Dixon and Starrett 1952 , Bruyns 1964 , Owen 1977a , 1977b , Pratt et al. 1980 , 1987 , Engbring and Owen 1981 , Engbring 1983 , Rauzon 1988 Pratt et al. (2010) , and two additional species of Caprimulgus nightjars as a result of a taxonomic revision (Gill and Donsker 2018) . Two of the species from Wiles' checklist were deleted: the nightjar Caprimulgus indicus, as a result of its taxonomic breakup into three species, and the Asian House Martin (Delichon dasypus), because of the equivocal nature of the evidence (Pratt et al. 2010 ).
RECORDS ACCEPTED BY THE COMMITTEE
The committee accepted 15 of the 18 reports of bird observations it received as of 31 December 2016 as first or second records for Palau, as itemized below. The data for each species include its English name, scientific name, the committee's tracking number, number of birds constituting the record, their age and/or sex if evident (figure number), inclusive dates of occurrence, locality, responsible party, and a brief summary of other relevant information. The locality "Northern Peleliu Lkes Important Bird Area" is spelled correctly. "Lkes" is Palauan for "intertidal sand flats." Pratt et al. (2010) concluded that species identification was equivocal because the basic plumage of A. bacchus is indistinguishable from that of the Javan Pond Heron (A. speciosa). Wiles et al. (2000 Wiles et al. ( , 2004 handled earlier reports of Ardeola in basic plumage from Guam and the Northern Marianas in similar fashion. This is the first unequivocal record for (Wiles et al. 1993) . The Chinese Pond Heron breeds widely in China, Korea, and Japan and winters south to Sumatra and Borneo.
White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus. P007. One bird (Figure 1d ), 30 Oct-3 Nov 2009, Ngaremlengui (Ngermetengel hamlet), Mark Vereen. Buden and Retogral (2010) Baker (1948 Baker ( , 1951 FIRST REPORT OF THE PALAU BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica. P011. One bird (Figure 1g ), 14 Dec 2014, Peleliu (Northern Peleliu Lkes Important Bird Area), Glenn McKinlay. The bird's adult basic plumage (with no signs of breeding plumage in December) and bill shape (with prominent gonydeal angle) point to the southeast Asian subspecies G. n. affinis rather than the Australian G. n. macrotarsa. This is the first record for Palau. Wiles (2005) listed this species as vagrant to Guam.
Chestnut-winged Cuckoo Clamator coromandus. P018. One bird (Figure 2b ), 1 Mar 2013, Kayangel, Vivian Eledui. Photos of the bird in hand show the distinctive black upperparts and crest, white hind collar, rufous wings and throat, and white underparts. The only previous record for Palau is of a specimen (USNM 526212) collected 4 Jun 1967 in Koror (Owen 1977a) and verified by C. Milensky (pers. comm.) as a Chestnut-winged Cuckoo. The species is widespread in south and southeast Asia and migratory at least in China. Ketebengang (a), Ron Leidich (i), Glenn McKinlay (b,c,e,f,g,j), Mark Vereen (d), Ality Inawo (h) .
Photos by Heather
Channel-billed Cuckoo Scythrops novaehollandiae P005a. One bird, 14 Jul 2011, Koror, Heather Ketebengang. The committee accepted this first record on the basis of Ketebengang's photo and description of the bird's distinctive morphology. The committee also accepted a second record (P005b) supported by a higher-quality photo (Figure 2c ) of an immature bird with a diagnostic massive bill, red eye, buff areas on the wing and underparts, and a long tail with black and white tip, found on Angaur by Joel Miles, 3 Nov 2013. This Australasian species, migratory in the southern part of its range, has not been previously reported from Micronesia.
White-throated Needletail Hirundapus caudacutus. P017. One bird (Figure 2d Table 1 ). The Oriental Reed Warbler breeds from central China northeast to Sakhalin and winters in southeast Asia east regularly to the Philippines and Moluccas, rarely to New Guinea.
Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina. P009. One bird (Figure 1j ), 7 Oct 2014, Koror (Malakal sewage treatment plant), Glenn McKinlay. The photos show several diagnostic features, including a black alula that contrasts with the rest of the wing, wings not contrasting with the back, and an eyebrow white in front of the eye. This species has not been previously reported from Micronesia. Its normal range is central Asia to Arabia and north Africa, with vagrants recorded as far east as Australia, Japan, and the Korean peninsula (Shimba 2007 , Christidis and Boles 2008 , Gill and Donsker 2018 .
OTHER COMMITTEE ACTIONS
The committee reviewed three additional items.
Chinese Sparrowhawk Accipiter soloensis. P016. One bird, 17 Sep 2015, Kayangel, Ality Inawo. The committee accepted this report as a valid but not particularly unusual observation because we consider this species the raptor that visits Palau most frequently (Wiles et al. 2000, Pratt and Etpison 2008) . Because of uncertainty concerning the status of various raptors as migrant or vagrant in Palau (cf. Wiles 2005, Pratt and Etpison 2008) , the committee reviews all reports of raptors to help clarify the status of each species.
Latham's Snipe Gallinago hardwickii. P015. This report of a possible first record was placed in abeyance pending receipt of additional information. Photos reviewed by the committee were inconclusive with regard to identification characteristics, especially the number and shapes of the rectrices, which help distinguish G. hardwickii from other species of Gallinago known to occur in Palau.
Blyth's Pipit Anthus godlewskii. P002. One bird, 23 Apr 2005, Koror (Malakal sewage treatment plant), originally reported as Richard's Pipit (A. richardi; VanderWerf et al. 2006) . The original photos were re-examined by Lees and VanderWerf (2011) and the identification was corrected to A. godlewskii. This correction is reflected in Tables 1 and 2. THE PALAU ISLANDS BIRD LIST As of December 2016, a total of 168 species are known to have occurred in Palau (Table 2) : 158 species from the historical list and 10 new species accepted by the committee. Table 2 represents the official Palau Islands bird list of the PBRC. English and scientific names follow Gill and Donsker (2018) except the English name Rufous Night Heron is applied to Nycticorax caledonicus to reflect local usage for the resident subspecies N. c. pelewensis, and the spelling of the species name of the White-breasted Woodswallow is emended from Artamus leucorynchus to A. leucocoryn to be consistent with article 32.5.1 of the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature (David and Dickinson 2014) .
